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How much phage can we recover by swabbing a human skin?

?

Bacteriophage M13 Escherichia coli
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Quantifying phage M13 DNA by qPCR – Standard Curve
Serial dilution of M13mp18

M13mp18

8-fold

… ...

• Baseline of detection = 1.3 x 105 copies/uL
• Linear equation, R2 = 0.98271

This standard curve was used in the absolute quantification of our samples.

y = -0.2483x + 11.379
R² = 0.9827
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y = -0.2483x + 11.379
R² = 0.9827
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10-fold serial dilution of M13KE
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Error
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28.22

0
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• Baseline of detection for M13KE = 2.36 x 104 copies

Control samples were compared to skin swab samples 
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Limit of Detection = 106 

10-fold serial dilution of M13KE
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• Limit of detection for human skin swab = 1.0 x 106 copies
• Contaminating sequences on human skin 
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